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Train at least 25,000 professional caregivers and L
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Develop proactive safety plans to manage
elopement risks
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Provide mandatory training for care setting staff families, care providers, and public safety agencies
and first responders

@» Establishes standardized, lifespan-inclusive crisis
Increase awareness and improve access to response frameworks
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Together, we can
prevent tragedy.

Support The LEAD Act™ in Maryland’s 2026
General Assembly.

Encourage local adoption and
training programs.

Some of Maryland’s First Steps: LAI LA’S GI FT®

Purple Alert (2024) &
Ace’s Law (2025)

@ Implemented an emergency notification system for
missing persons with Intellectual and Development

Join the Laila’s Gift® Advocacy Network. Leading Maryland’s Response to

Share your story to LEAD change. LIfeSpan_Related Elopement

The Wandering Crisis: Leading the Way to Safety

Disabilities (Purple Alert, House Bill 195) . . Each year, children and adults with autism, dementia,

. . N Time to LEAD, let’s ACT now! or other non-apparent disabilities wander from safe
02) Required schools to notify families, document environments, often ending in tragic outcomes. Laila’s
incidents and create prevention plans for elopement Conta Ct' Gift (alongside other community LEADers) is leading a
(Ace’s Law, House Bill 1204) : i statewide mission to prevent these tragedies through

¥ info@lailasgift.org Access, Coordination, and Training
@ Both laws are great initial steps to a more
comprehensive approach between first responders, @ LailasGift.org/lead SCAN TO Together,

family caregivers, and professional caregivers LEARN MORE we can LEAD Maryland toward a safer future for
those who need it most.

Copyright © 2025 Laila’s Gift Incorporated.




Elopement Crisis Overview

Approximately 49% of children diagnosed with autism
are likely to elope, some as frequent as once per week.
This behavior typically starts around age four

60% of individuals (6 in 10) living with Alzheimer’s
dementia or other forms of dementia will elope at
least once during the course of the disease

Individuals face an
increased risk of
serious injury or death

1in 3 children are
nonverbal or unable to

communicate personal
information

Families report
emotional trauma
and burnout

Autism:

@ 1in 31children, roughly 2.9% of U.S. children are on the autism spectrum
@ 17% of autism-related elopements are fatal
@ N 2024, 91% of fatalities were due to drowning

Dementia:

@ There are four commmon types of dementia. Alzheimer’s is the most
common, making up 60-80% of all dementia diagnoses

In 2025 an estimated 7.2 million Americans age 65 and older were living
with Alzheimer’s dementia

People younger than 65 can also develop Alzheimer's dementia.
Researchers believe about 110 of every 100,000 people age 30 to 64
years, or about 200,000 Americans in total, have younger-onset
dementia

Statistics shown above are based on estimates from a collection of data sources.
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How Maryland
Can LEAD the way
through the ACT Framework

LEAD by expanding Access for family caregivers to resources,
education, and vital elopement risk-mitigation information
across the lifespan

LEAD through Coordination by establishing a unified, statewide
framework for elopement preparedness, prevention, response,
and reporting across the lifespan

LEAD with consistency Training by aligning elopement response
training and protocols across counties, districts, & care settings

Statewide Autism and Dementia

Statistics (Maryland)

An estimated 1in 43 Maryland Children have autism, based on
prevalence among 8 year oldsprevalence among 8 year

Maryland ranks as the top state in Alzheimer’s prevalence among
adults aged 65 and older, an estimated 127,200 adults aged 65
and older have Alzheimer’s disease

In Maryland, elopement is currently not viewed as a lifespan risk,
The LEAD Act highlights the lifespan risk & establishes statewide
emergency preparedness and response system among
state-based family caregivers, care settings, and first responders

Note: As the prevalence of autism and dementia continues to rise, the need to
ACT is increasingly urgent.

Statistics shown above are based on estimates from a collection of data sources.



